WATER STREET with LEGEND (1907)
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Remembrances of
Water and First Street,
Port Royal, in 1907,
by Charles H. Wert





The map and legend was created by Charles H. Wert.  It was recorded in a series of interviews by his granddaughter, Susan Wert Vogt.

“I Remember When...”  (Recorded memories of Charles H. Wert, as told to Susan Wert (granddaughter), now Vogt).  (Reprinted in a Port Royal Times article: June 20, 2007)

I shall attempt to identify buildings in 1907 on Water Street as follows:

1.
The old freight warehouse of the Pennsylvania Railroad Company

2.
The original passenger station of the Pennsylvania Railroad

3.
The Wisehaupt Grain, Feed, Coal and Lumber Business, operated by Horace Frazier

4.
The original William Musser Restaurant

5.
The old wooden bridge over the Juniata River.  The fourth bridge to be built by the county (in 1892), was constructed by W. F. Goodman, and used the Milford Street approach.  It served us faithfully until March 18, 1936 when it was swept away by the flood.

6.
A small shed used by William Musser to house his REO auto - one of the first autos in town.

7.
The Rhine family residence. (I only recall two of the sons, Victor and Edward, who were older than l.)

8.
Klell Bitner lived in this place for some time.  He was a house-painter by trade and had two sons and a daughter I know of. The sons were David and Harry.

9.
The old brick house which was the high water mark of the June flood of 1889.  It carried this mark for many years.  The house still stands, but there have been two floods which surpassed the 1889 one.

10.
The Robert Crozier home. He was a veterinarian and she was a fine, sweet lady.  They raised five sons - all must older than I, except Ralph who was also a schoolmate of mine.  They lived in the old stone house that was torn down to make way for the new bridge in 1937.  (This may have been the oldest house in Port Royal.)

11.
(Extreme left of diagram) --The basement store of Samuel Keister, now the residence of Jim Hubler (at southwest corner of Market & Second Streets).  A huckster by trade, Mr. Keister would go about the country selling notions and buying up eggs and farm products to resell to those of us in town.

12.
The old Dimm store and later a barbershop and a billiard parlor.

13.
The old hotel. I believe it was called the Byler Hotel then.

14.
Mrs. Musser's residence.  She was the mother of Charley and William.

15.
The home of Mr. and Mrs. Mateer.  He was a Justice of the Peace.  They had two sons and two daughters. Charley was the one who got a limb cut off while hopping a freight as he was going up to a watch box, used to house the railroad watchman at the Rock below Mifflin.  A son, Dewey, who was interested in painting and art, and a daughter were placed in a home for some time after their father and mother died.

16.
Unknown.

17.
Mr. and Mrs. Dowling and sons, Warren and Joseph.  Warren worked away and Joseph worked for the Express Company.

18.
The B.F. Lytle Livery Stable.  This is the place where the fire started that burned out that block and destroyed many of the original houses which had been the residences of the first people lo settle in Perrysville.  As stated previously, the fire engine from Lewistown was shipped by train to Port Royal and used to extinguish the flames.  It was a horse-drawn steam pumper and attracted much attention from Port Royal's citizens at that time.

19.
Mrs. Seiber and elderly sister.  I do not remember too much about them because they were very quiet people and up in age.

20.
John Reynolds and family. John was a watchman at the Milford Street railroad crossing and had to see to it that no wagons or buggies got in the way of the engines and trains. They had a girl, Amy. who was a classmate of mine and three boys.

21.
This home, near Second Street, was occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Kepner who were burned out.  They kept some cows and sold milk and buttermilk for a living.  They were very useful citizens and much respected.

22.
Not occupied.

23.
Koughenours.  A mother and son lived here.  I believe the son was employed by the Adams Express Company as their agent to send and receive packages.

24.
Bud Wilson and family.  Wilson was a railroad worker and I think he was a watchman at the Rock below Mifflin.  He was a great Irish fiddler and kept us kids entertained once we could get him in tile mood.  We were close neighbors and I did many things together - such as exchanging help at housecleaning time, berry picking and other outdoor chores.  In case of sickness in either family.  There was always an understanding that neighbors were meant to help out.

25.
Mr. Samuel Zeigler and wife and daughter.  The Zeiglers were aged people and quite retiring, but also very kind.  They had the only pump and good water on the street, and all the neighbors went there to get water for drinking.  Most all homes had a cistern for use in washing clothes, scrubbing and bathing, and some used the cistern water for cooking and drinking purposes, too.  I have tasted it and I can assure you it is not very desirable to drink.

26.
William Wagner and family. Mr. Wagner was a watchman for the railroad.  Even though he had a bad foot and limped, he was very active and loved to fish, especially with nets.  He seemed to love the water and always had a good boat to use.  They were kind and generous neighbors.

27.
J. Frank Weaver and family.  Mr. Weaver was a carpenter foreman on the railroad and a fine mechanic.  His family consisted of two girls and three boys.  Being a boss, Mr. Weaver was a natural leader in other activities as well, such as town councilman and planning for seining and basket fishing extraditions.

28.
G. Larry Wert and family.  My father's home and my home. where my brothers and sister were raised- Harry, Eleanor, William, Park and Jonathan.  We were an average family and proud of our town.

29.
Unknown as to who lived here in 1907, I believe Charley Musser and family lived here, but that was a little later.

30.
Belle Welliver, a widow.  She had married several times but was a widow in 1907.  She was a wonderful worker and raised the following children: James Clenney, Harry Grey, and girls to a previous husband named McMeen.  Her youngest child was George Welliver and he was a special pal of mine.  We were together most of our free time - playing, boating, swimming, skating, fishing - and our friendship lasted into adulthood.  He was the one who taught me to play the harmonica, and we enjoyed amusing ourselves very much in passing the time in that manner.

31.
Charley Musser and family lived here a while.  He was a track walker and had to patrol a one-mile division of the railroad several times a night, looking for broken rails as well as watching to report slides of earth which were common due to the newness of the roadway.  They had two daughters, Olive arid Mildred, the former being a classmate of mine.  They were very fine neighbors.

32.
Phoebe Mahlin property.  Mr. Mahlin was a railroad worker.  I think he was a train. man which required him to live in Altoona where he made his home.  Port Royal was their summer home.  They were both avid fishermen and enjoyed the sport.

33.
An old lime kiln.  This lime burning stack was fired by placing a layer of dry wood in the bottom of the kiln, then putting a layer of coal several inches deep on the wood then a layer of limestone on top of the coal which was quarried from the abundant supply that was on the bank of the Tuscarora Creek.  This limestone had to be quarried loose and broken to the size to make a complete job of the burning. ignited at the bottom of the kiln by wood, this process continued of layering coal and limestone.  As the burnt lime and ashes were taken out of the bottom, other layers of coal and limestone where added on top.  This limestone quarry and kiln were probably one of the first industries in Perrysville, and have long since passed out of existence.  It was constructed of building stone.


